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Ethnography and Geography of the Sub-Himalayas.

Extract of a letter from B. H. Hodgson, Esq. to Capt. Cunningham, Tkt
Mission.

I have now the pleasure to send you the specimen of the Khas lan-
guage of the eastern Sub-Himalayas, from the Kali to the Tishta. It
is, you see, a strangely mongrel tongue in these parts, and I suspect
it is not less, but more, so in the western parts, or where you are.
There are nevertheless traces of a primitive speech, though the present
list of words,—a bad one, by the way—shows them ill. But it must be
confessed that (me judice) no summary vocabulary can exhibit an ade-
quate sample of any language whatever as to whose vocables there be
room for doubts looking to proximate tongues. I prefer therefore in
such investigations the ample style of research which my Essay on
the Kéch, B6d6 and Dhimél exhibits, and which I am preparing to send
you a copy of, so soon as I can get one duly corrected, for the errors
of the press are very many. Bat, though that be the true model, yet
suspect it will prove too weighty for general adoption, and therefore I
am anxious that the more summary one sent you already, and which
has now been applied to some 40 tongues, should meet with favour
and be the means of enabling us to make a general comparison of all
the Aborigines from Cape Comorin to the snows. I have sent copies
to Newbold, Elliot of Madras, Jenkins of Assam, Ouseley, Sleeman,
your namesake of Bhopél, &c. &c. And I have already got a few and
am promised more fillings-up from the several aboriginal tongues with.
in reach of my numerous correspondents. I hope you will not be
behind hand but send me the Garhwali and upper Kanéveri, and any
other dialects of your parts which are not of Sanscrit origin, whether
the people speaking them dwell towards the snows, like the Garhwilis,
or towards the plains, like the Thérds and Boksars, or midway, like the
Helots (Doms) of Kumaon. All and any such (which are clearly not
Prékrits, or of the Indo-Germanic stock) will be welcome to me. 1 have
now residing with me Doctor Hooker, an accomplished Botanist and
master also of all the other branches of science at all allied to, or cal-
culated to throw light on Botany. He will stay with me for the next
6 months. Heis much taken with my skeleton of the physical geo-
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graphy of Tibet and the Himélayan region, and he and I want you
and other friends in the Norwest, to let us know what you think of
this skeleton, and to help us to amend and fill it up before we ~com-
mence a serious project we have on the tapis, viz. disposing all the
plants and animals according to their territorial arrangement, and thus
demonstrating its utility and value. Here is the outline : —

Lengthwise division of the Sub-Himélayas into basins—

1. Alpine basin of the Indus.

2. Alpine basin of the Ganges.
3. Alpine basin of the Karnéli.
4. Alpine basin of the Gandak.
5. Alpine basin of the Kési.

6. Alpine basin of the Tishta.
7. Alpine basin of the Dihong.

I suppose this series of basins to be formed by the pre-emiuent snowy
peaks, and I have perfect proof that such is the fact in Nepal, where
Dhoulagiri, Gosainthén and Kanchan form most precise deltizers of
the very perfect deltic basins of that part of the mountains. I cannot
however so well find deltizing peaks W. and E. of Nepal. I want you
to help me in that search, and also to say if you think practical utility
would be forwarded by additional basins? and if the physiognomy of
the western hills requires or sanctions a separation of the basins of the
Sutlege from the Indus, or of the Jamna from the Ganges? Remem-
ber however always that though it be interesting to show the cause of
the series of Sub-Himélayan basins, yet the series may be good though
the cause be bad. Therefore look for causative snowy peaks, but don’t
reject the deltic basins because you find them not, or not all of them,
or even some peaks that seem to conflfct with the theory. Next we
have the transverse or breadthwise division of the Sub-Himélayas into
the following series, primarily triple, butin whole quinary, thus:—

Breadthwise climatic division—

Miles.
1. Northern region, or Cachér, ...................... 30
2. Central region,......commeeieeiieenneiirireeese.. 30
Subflivided into Lower
3. Lower region, .......... hills, ...... 1—10Q 4,

Forest, ...... 2—10
Tarai, ....... 3—10
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Extentyo....coneeeeenenenn.. Elevation.

1. 30 miles,) Crest of snows to {16 to 10,000 above sea.
2. 30 miles, verge of trued 10 to 3000 above sea.
3. 30 miles, ] plains. 3000 to 1000* above sea.

Subdivisions of 3, each 10 miles in extent.

Such is the scheme for giving a convenient nomenclature to the topo-
graphy of these mountains, based on their true physiognomy and climate.
A better judge of its apparent value could not be than Dr. Hooker, and
he feels as much confidence as I do, after much examination of maps
compared with the results of my personal knowledge, that the apparent
and the real values will prove, in this case, one. So that nomenclative
convenience will go hand in hand with a solid and considerable accession
to physical Geography.

And now my feeble state, the consequence of a severe attack of ill-
ness, warns me to pause for the present, though your very interesting
letter tempts me to dilate on some of the numerous topics thereof. I
can only say at present that I congratulate you on your discoveries.

Norg.—The Khas are undoubtedly one of the aboriginal tribes of
these mountains, however much the traces of their origin may be
obscured by intermixture with the Arian Hindus. And accordingly
we find the Khas, like the Kir4ntis, mentioned in.the Purfns and in
classical authors as barbarian tenants of the Sub-Himalayas. The
Khas, however, welcomed the Hindu immigrants into these moun-
tains at a very early period, and soon became so intermixed with the
Bréihmanical and Kshatriya tribes (the genuine Arians) that all physi-
cal or lingual traces of their aboriginal lineage are now much weakened
or obliterated. And as they have become, since the predominance of the
Gorkhali dynasty in Nepal, thg¢ dominant race in a Hindu kingdom,
they are themselves very anxious that those few traces should remain
unnoticed. But no one practised in Ethnological researches can fail to
discern the aboriginal and Mongolian origin of the Khas in their forms
and faces : nor does their language, how much Prékritized soever want
some vestiges of that origin, though the following list of words is not
happy in the exhibition of them. All Khas gentlemen in Nepal parade
a Rajpiit origin, and it is no doubt true that by the father’s side very

® Assumed plain level. But it varies from 1200 to 250 between N. W. and S. E.
extremes. We must take the plain level a nd correct forit. The elevations, as limits,
of course refer to organic life in Zoology and Botany.
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many of them are descended from Brihmans or Kshatriyas of the
plains. But their mixed lineage is undoubted, and it is therefore the
more remarkable that the rank and privileges of the 2d order of Hin-
duism have been conceded to them under a strict Hindu regime—a
striking proof that Brshmanism is not the unalterable institute which
some Europeans of note have represented it to be. Capt. C. supposes
he has discovered many traces of the aboriginal Khas in the Nor-west.

KHAS LANGUAGE.

AITOW, oo eevee. .. Kénd, Leaf,.. e0ee 0oee .. Pét, H.
Bird,.cecees oeooo Chara, *H, Light, .. cce0e... JOti, S.
Blood, .......... Rakat, S. Lightning,c.<s.... Bajar, S.
Boat,.. oo c0se . .. Dilngh, Man,............ Ménis, Légnya,
Brass, .......... Pital, H. Milk,.ccce0eeee.0 Dido,
Brick, ceseocss.. Inth, H. Moon, «.eccceee. Chéind, Jiin,
Brother, ........ DéjG, elder, B. Mother,....ce00... Amma,
Buffalo,.. .. ... .. Bhuinsa, H. Mountuin,........ Dinds,
Camel, .. . Unth, H. Mouth,..cccc0... Miikh, H.
Cat, .... . Birld, Name, .......... Néon, H.
Cloud, .... <« Mégh, S. Night, ..ccees... Rati, H.
Coppery.seeeesess Thmbé, H. H.
Cotton,.......... Kap&, H. . H.
CoWyeeeavocccosne H. Rnln,............ Barkh4, S.
Daughter,ec eceaee Chéri River, «vsceeeese Khéla,
Day, cceeesseeese Din, H. Road, ...ce0.000 BétS,
DOg, oe o0 ee s eeqs Kilkar, Salt, ..cec0000e0. Niin, H.

s cesasssesene H. Sheep, .ceueeeo.. Bhérf, H.
Earth, ccececneee Pﬂthlﬂ,Mltl,s H. Shoe,.cececeees.. Panai,
Elephant, .. .. .... Héthi, H. Silver, .. 000 .. Chindi, H.
Eye, coeassseos oo Ankha H. Sister, ...¢...... Bahini, Didai,
Fathery .. occe0. .. Béb4, SKY, eocevecsesss Sarg, S.
Fire, v oo Kg6, H. Son, «evveeeeeso. Chird,
Fish, .. .. Michha, H. Snake, ...c...... Shp, S. 1.
Flower, o« .. . Phil, H. Snow,...... .... Hyin, S. H.
FoOtyee ceeeees.os GOTS, H. Star,.ceceeeee... Térs, H.
Fort,............ h, H. Stone, .......... Dhingi,
Pruit, <..ccceo.. Phal, Sun, «vveeoeeee.. Siraj, H.
Goatyeeeueeanosos B6k£, (mas.) Thunder, ........ Garan giran,
Gold,eeveeeeeees. Sin, H. Tiger, «cec...... Bag, H.
Grass, .......... Ghés, H. Tooth, .¢cc...... Dént, H.
Hair,..cc00000. .. Raon, TOWND, «veeeese-o. Sahar, Pers.
Haod, .......... Héth, H. Tree,.ceeeeeees.. Ridkh,
Head, .......... Tau, Tou, Tou ko, Tribe, .c...0.... Thar,

Honey, .. cvet oo .. Moho, Village,eecc .o oo .. Gaon, H.
Horse, eevceese.. Ghora, H. Water, .. ¢oe.... Péni, H.
. H. Wife,.eoceeeeeeas J6i,

. Windy vseccessen B.“S. H.
Iron, ceeeeesesss. Phalim, Woman, ........ Swésni,
Kingyeese v vesr.. Réjah, H. Wood, .......... Kéth, S.
d,oooc-o.o'o .o Slsa, H. “’00', 00 cccocene R‘O'_l,

* Notg.~H. postfixcd indicates a Hindi or Urdu origin. S. a Sanscrit onc.
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@cescocccene “n'

4. ececsrecanas s

Pénch,
Chab,

eseececassse Ath,
Nou, g
Das,

YR Y RYRTNT XYY

eececoenccce

®0 000000 ve e

es s scvecone

1le eoeoconcesse )
12, cevececocnee y
20. «cevececees, Bis,
30- RN RY RYY 4

50. cocesccscens Plchil,
100. cevcocooccss
1000, cccecococe Hqﬂr
1st. <oecoscrcoe. Plhl.h,
2nd. coeeeenecece Ditorf,
3rd. ccececcccace m
Chouths, J
Dasén,

Pers.

4th. cocecocecene

10thecceceocanece

Broad, «cesseeee. Chours, H.
Coldyee evaes ooee Chisd,
kad’ sscevece Bing6.

EY) eeseesessees Silkyo,
Niko,
Hard, ccoccocesne N
Heavy, ceeceoosss Garling,

ClCyee secovccsne
High, <ecoeceees Algo,
Hot' e0ccencecene Tlto'
Large, oceeeseess Thills,
Light. esev s es o Hlll’lg‘,
IM"OOQO.. e l‘mo'

€Wy eseeescese s Naya, H.
No',.o secsccsene A.ilé.

Old, «.cocoeevee. Phrhn, H.
Quick, cesovsceee Chﬁngohmp,Ch;lo,

Wyeoeveocenece
Ripe,.. oo suvsoen. PEKG, H.

9 eseccecece

H.

Wet,............ Bhfjyo, Chisé,
WIun, esecevecee J.‘“,

) ceseseseseees Réto,
Ydh',--oo-.-'-o Plhelo,
glno,........ LYRYY Nﬂ6,

FOEM, oo ceee ce oo B.ryo,
Black, cecoescene o
Whitey ecco0e oo Shétd,
RI“I" sesosesees Dainé,
Moooooccoo- . Dé'l'é
I. ese0ccce st e M‘!,

Of Me,y o0eececees Mérd,
Tome. s eccccece Mthi,

@) coeccrcosece Mlhl
B’ MOy eeceescese Mai lé
WO, X TR TR TR TRY ‘mibérﬁ,
Ofus, .ccoeeee.o Hami héri ko,

To US) eecececece Hami* héra lai,

Hémi i,

U.' essecsccsccne

gececcece e oo 'l'og hi,
By thee, «..css.. Tain 1§,

€ ececcesesess Timiherd,
O‘,O‘hoc.coo XX} Timi bérd h'
To you,.eee eeee oo Timi hérit lai,
Y0u, ccseeeesees. Timi héri Iai,
By y0u,e0 00 0000 oo Timi hérii }é,

Gy +ceo toaccece Uy
Of him,.c ¢0coeeee Ulké,
Uslai,

To him

UMy eo0sococsosse
B’ him,.......... U.lé,
Theyyeeeeee caeeee Uniherd,
Tho”' ssecesve e Tini Iléni,
Oftllem, eecessne Ullibénlko,
To them, ¢« +s00 oo Uni héri lai,
Them, ¢seccssese Uni béri lai,
By them, ..e¢e0 .. Uni hérii 16,
whOno.cooo-oooo 6“ Jé,
Of whom, «0e00e 00 Jas ko,
To whom,cseeee .. Jas lai,
By whom, .. e cc0e Jas 1é,

8ty cecees

IXEYRTEYY TS

* Pluralizing s o}gn lsér(n omissible.

+ Corruption
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H. Toﬂar,.......-..Sﬁlmﬁ, go
H.

ye .o ,,Rlile,......u..Udllhﬁ.
Thlt,..... ..'...'lx"ﬁb}; " » Cook,..........l;lrkmﬁ. go
Tos k,.o.oo.on y ” Opﬂln-nooua m .
”Br%”n;, souo-o.uu‘n:m b' n-ou.l..J khnﬂ H.
”» Diﬂp oo.--ro...Mlﬂlﬂ, ,Bm ........B‘ndlmﬂ, Hc
” s“' sevsescsee Hémlﬂ ” Cllt. espnee -.-.R‘ﬁn‘, H‘
” girmk, on.oocncmﬁﬁ: ”» %?r'cc oo...‘oogh"tnﬁ. u.
" t. ssecccveee " 9 eecsccee mﬁ'

” Givo,u........Dinﬁ, ' ')C‘EQ.“O.Q‘.OD‘hﬁ,

1 Beyeccceceess. Honty 29 BloW,.. 00 000000 Phikné, H.
» Come, ........Aunti, » Fall, ....c000 .. Khami,

” gec evevsccece Ay ,.ch. ........Blnomli, H.
» Stand, nnnnwp ” chﬂ' nunuuw, H.
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